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Dear Siblings in Christ at Redeemer,

A handful of women at a tomb one 
Sunday morning began the Christian religion 
when they told others what had happened. 
Jesus, once dead, arose to new life! Surely the 
son of God, the one foretold by the prophets. 
All the teaching, healing, feeding, forgiving 
and loving—that was God all along, enfleshed 
as Jesus of Nazareth, now Jesus the Christ. 
The book of Acts that we’ve read all summer 
long has been teaching us how the Christian 
church grew from such a small and intimate 
beginning.

Redeemer is small, yet our vision is big. It 
doesn’t seem entirely logical that we could 
build (or rebuild) a dining hall and kitchen 
facility, with an attached drop-in clinic for 
mental health assessment and care. Yet that 
is the vision that prayer and consultation is 
making more clear to us. We read Acts to learn 
how faith informs a growing and deepening 
mission. And what did we find out?

• The Holy Spirit is the main character in the 
unfolding drama making a Jesus way of life in 
a broken and messy world.
• We use Jesus’ name when we tell the story 
of our life and our community of faith.
• Prayer, fasting, worship, and listening are 
spiritual practices that engage us with the 
Holy Spirit.
• Despite human squabbling, God finds a way 
to make the message known. 
• Individuals and institutions need each other 
for accountability and collective action.

Later in this issue, you can read a summary of 
our progress so far. Please keep up the prayers 
about what is next for Redeemer, and how you 
are being called to help in our efforts.
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Spearheaded by the 30 + year old nonprofit, Historic 
Milwaukee, Inc., Doors Open Milwaukee will again be 
showcasing our city’s built environment by giving the 
public a chance to see, free of charge, the wonderful 

interiors of over 170 buildings.

Get the chance to tour Redeemer, the Hive of Activity on:
Saturday, September 28th 10am-5pm

and
Sunday, Septmeber 29th 12pm-5pm



Songs of El Salvador: A Fall Fiesta

Songs of El Salvador: A Fall Fiesta promises to be 
an uplifting and exciting time for everyone! Join us 
Sunday, September 22 from 4 to 6pm for music of 
El Salvador, papusas (yummy Salvadoran food) and 

video deep-dive into the history and culture of the 
country where the ELCA has had a strong presence for many 
decades.  Funds raised that evening will help defray travel 
costs for some of the group of 11 who plan to travel 
November 13-20; any extra funds will be presented as a gift 
to the Lutheran churches in El Salvador.

Reformation Worship Service

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 27th, as all 
three Lutheran churches on the Avenue will 
collaborate to praise God and celebrate the 
reforming impulse of the Church.  Wear red if you 

have it! St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is at the corner of 
Wisconsin Avenue and 28th Street.

Taste of Thanksgiving: Vikings/Lefse Party

It has become a tradition that the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving our partners from Living Hope Saukville 
and Christ the King Port Washington come, heavily laden 
with food, and we share Thanksgiving meal together, 

featuring Michael Majewski’s amazing turkey! Well, with the 
kitchen down, we decided instead to host our friends for the 
Dec. 1 Packers game and host lefse-making in the lower lev-
el of the church. Plan to bring a snack or drink item to share.

Noon Run continues, differently, as we 
await a new kitchen

Noon Run is a ministry of Redeemer in partnership 
with Marquette Campus Ministry. When the 
plumbing in the kitchen failed last spring, the Coun-
cil decided to pause kitchen use until a plan could 

be developed that would take us into the next many de-
cades of ministry.  Marquette Campus Ministry resumed serv-
ing neighbors six days per week using soup and sandwiches 
provided by the campus food supplier, Sodexho. While 
students were away over summer, we cooked one Sunday 
meal and used disposable serviceware and hand-washed 
cookware.  As students return, the soup and sandwiches will 
return, with Sunday meals provided when students go on 
break.

Governor’s Office at Redeemer

On Thursday, September 19th, all constituent with 
questions/concerns are urged to drop into the Re-
deemer Dining Hall to confer with representatives 
of Gov. Tony Evers’ staff.  For more information, 

consult their website at www.wisconsin.gov.

Redeemer Tours

We have given a number of tours over the last 
motnh to some important & influential groups 
and organizations. Redeemer is buzzing! On Oct. 
9th from 2-3pm, we welcome the Meru Diocese, 

the African Lutheran Church to explore the rooftop bees! 
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Introducing Mark Fraley, Redeemer Intern

Mark is incredibly excited about the opportunity to serve as an intern at 
Redeemer this year.  He was drawn to the church’s commitment to public 
theology, to living as a diverse faith community and learning what that means 
and requires.  In addition, he hopes to learn about and experience pastoral care, 
adult Christian education and preaching.

Mark is pursuing a Master of Divinity at McCormick Theological Seminary with the goal of being 
ordained and serving a congregation as a pastor. He lives in Wauwatosa with his wife, Leigh Anne 

Fraley, and their three children, Bayden (19), Isaiah (17), and Benjamin (14). 

Mark spent the majority of his career in the field of community organizing with the Industrial Areas 
Foundation, where he helped launch Action In Montgomery in metro DC and Southeastern 

Wisconsin Common Ground, and Leadership for Educational Equity. Mark began his career as a third 
grade teacher at Polk Elementary School in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He earned his B.A. in political 

science from Miami University (OH) and his M.P.A. from the University of Delaware. 

Mark and his family moved to Wisconsin in 2005 and have been active members of Wauwatosa 
Presbyterian Church where he taught Sunday school for middle school and 3-6 year olds and served as 

a deacon.  He coached youth soccer for the last eight years and is a voracious reader. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church is happy and eager to have Mr. Mark Fraley as an intern with us this Fall 2019 
and we encourage you to introduce yourselves to Mark and welcome him with open arms!

Progress so Far: The Redeemer Project

Redeemer’s Congregation Council envisions a new dining/gathering space for 225, with a kitchen 
capable of serving large meals. In addition, we are seeking a partnership to professionally staff a 
drop-in clinic for those encountering mental health crises.  The clinic would consist of one small 
consultation room and a larger waiting/intake area. The larger room would be available for evening 
meetings of addiction recovery support groups such as AA, NA, etc.

On July 16, Council met with Monique Charlier of Rivet, Inc. and approved a contract with her to help 
us through early stages of the project.  She approached four architectural firms who each toured our 
facilities on August 14 and 15. They will submit their proposals for working further with us on August 
23. The one selected firm will research our needs and the facility closely and provide schematic 
drawings for our consideration around December 15th. At that time, fundraising will begin in earnest. 
More on that in the next edition of Tidings. 
                                                     - Rev. Lisa Bates-Froiland



GUESS WHO’S WHO AT TWO?
In the summer edition of the Tidings, I received positive feedback from the Guess Who: Graduation Edition. It appears 
that it was a fun exercise to guess who some of the members of the congregation were back when they were seniors in 

high school. In light of my daughter, Drew Lily turning 2 this fall and a catchy article title given to me by 
Judy Standiford, I decided to get you guessing again! This time, can you guess who’s who at two?

With Love, Communications Specialist, Aris Townsend

Need a little HINT? 

Below are the initials of 
each persons first and 
last name...initials are 

not listed in order!

AM    BF   MF    AT   
AR    TJ    JB

WE BEGAN IN A BEER HALL
On the 13th of October, 1889, the first Redeemer worship service was held in the dance-beer hall, 
Campbell’s Hall, but translated by Rev. Dr. W.K. Frick into “Grand Avenue Hall.” Regular services 

were held at 514 Grand Ave. at 10:30am and 7:30pm on Sundays. The planting of this 
congregation grew to be Redeemer Lutheran Church on 1905 W. Wisconsin Ave.

OCTOBER 13, 2019
We celebrate the 130th Anniversary of Sunday Worship Services!

In honor of this day, we will have a SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY FUNDRAISER.
We encourage each person to contribute one of the following:

$1.30     $10.30     $130     $1,300     or Hey! How about $130,000!

We ask all to join us in a Beer & Hymns Reception to follow in the Auditorium.
Beer & Root Beer will be provided and those who are able are encouraged to bring snacks such

as pretzels, fruit and/or veggies to share.



Music Ministry 
Director of Music, Aaron Musser
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GETTING TO KNOW AARON:

As a student at St. Olaf College, Aaron studied religion, saxophone, voice, 
organ, church music, and conducting; his conducting skills were recognized at 

the 2019 National Conference of the American Choral Director’s Association in 
Kansas City. In addition to his musical background, Aaron also has 

administrative expertise. He helped manage youth programs at an ELCA 
summer camp and music organizations at St. Olaf College. Aaron is excited to 

share these skills with Redeemer while continuing to learn, collaborate, and 
grow.

Hello Redeemer people!

If you haven’t met me, I’m Aaron, the new Director of Music. If I haven’t met you yet, come say 
hi! I’d love to get to know you. I just graduated from St. Olaf College with degrees in music and 
religion. I love talking about both things: music and religion. Maybe a little too much. My favorite 
topics: choir music, jazz, liberation theology, and religious pluralism.

At St. Olaf, I spent a lot of time studying choral music. I hope to bring some of what I’ve learned to 
Redeemer this fall. The Redeemer Choir will start up on September 5th, rehearsing every 
Thursday night from 7:00pm-8:30pm, and will sing in worship about 2 Sundays per month. If 
you’d like to help lead the congregation in song, to sing pieces that speak to the heart with 
meaningful melodies, harmonies, and texts, and to improve your musical sensibilities in a 
positive, growth-oriented environment, then please come sing with us! If you have any questions 
about choir or music at Redeemer, send me an email at music@redeemermilwaukee.org.

Three fall music events to put on your calendar:
Songs of El Salvador: A Fall Fiesta

Sunday September 22nd, 4:00pm-6:00pm @ Redeemer

Beer & Hymns
Sunday, Octobe 13th, 11:30am-1:30pm @ Redeemer

Evening Prayer Service
Thursday October 31st, 7:30pm-8:30pm @ Redeemer

Finally, thank you for inviting me into this church family. I have been so warmly welcomed, 
and for that I am very thankful.

Cheers to the months ahead,
Aaron Musser



Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The financials for Redeemer through June YTD (Year To Date) are very healthy. Though we are running 
slightly behind on the Income line ($-9,266.71) vs. our Budget, I am pleasantly surprised to see that we 
are head of budget in our Tithes/Offerings budget. This is a strong indicator that our income in total will 

blend out favorably given our tendency to have stronger income in the 2nd half of the year. I am also happy to say 
that our expense management through the first half of 2019 is also proving fruitful as reflected in our 12% 
reduction vs. budget expense, driven primarily by better than expected building maintenance expense. In total, our 
net income is ahead of budget by $2,600.18 through the 1st half of 2019. Our current financial numbers through 
June 2019 are:

 

While we have had a successful financial start to the year, it is important that we all continue to give and lean into 
our financial offerings to help bring this year to a successful close!

With Love in Christ, 
Solomon Tesfai

Financial Giving for Redeemer’s Mission
Money Matters

Songs of 
El Salvador

A Fall Fiesta

Sunday, September 22, 2019
4-6pm

Fundraiser Event filled with food, culture & music!
All funds will help with travel costs for the group traveling to El 

Salvador on November 13-20, 2019. Any extra funds will be presented 
as a gift to the Lutheran churches in El Salvador.

This fiesta will be a great night, so spread the word, invite 
others and link up at Redeemer.

Sacred Music written by people of El Salvador
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Redeemer’s Picture Gallery
SUMMER MOMENTS: Women & Wisdom, Council, Summer Camp, ELCA Tours & Church Life



  REDEEMER’S SENIOR 
CONNECTION CENTER

This Fall 2019, we welcome back the lovely 
Redeemer Senior Connections Center under the 
direction of Mr. Michael Majewski. The Senior 
Center has been a part of Redeemer ministries for 
over 30 years and is still strong. 

The Redeemer seniors and other seniors in the 
community or partner churches gather together 
to mingle, laugh, maybe cry, reminisce, make new 
plans, share a lunch together and much more.

Senior Center meets one Thursday a month from 
10am-1pm. Michael Majewski is known for bring 
a holiday to life through his well thought out meals 
and decorative spirit. Each month, we like to spend 
those times together and enjoy the festivities!

Senior Center Dates 2019-2020
10am-1pm

Thurs. October 31st (Halloween)
Thurs. November 21st (Thanksgiving)

Thurs. December 19th (Christmas)

NO MEET UP IN JANUARY 2020

Thurs. February 13th (Valentine’s Day)
Thurs. March 12th (St. Patrick’s Day)

Thurs. April 9th (Easter)
Thurs. May 7th (Mother’s Day)

Join us and invite your senior friends!
All are welcome. Lunch is $2.50.

Partner Spotlight
 BEEVANGELISTS

www.beevangelists.org

Education & Advocacy
We’ve been helping raise awareness of the plight 
of pollinators for nearly 20 years... During that 

time we’ve organized dozens of marches, parades, 
bee-ins and hive-side classes. We’ve helped draft 
ordinances, spoken to city councils, presented at 

conferences, universities, eco-concerts and business 
meetings. We’ve partnered with congregations, 

retirement centers, zoos and airports. Given 
hundreds of talks and shifted thousands of people’s 
thinking about bees. We know how to spread buzz 

love.

Products & Practice
We consult with users, groups and organizations to 
procure and maintain hives throughout Milwaukee 

County. We host around 50 hives throughout SE 
Wisconsin and have helped hundreds get started. 

We’ve invented new beehives, created tools 
techniques and procedures. We’ve made videos, 

created curriculum and written countless articles 
and illustrations.

Buzz Love
We cross-pollinate the grassroots finding ways to 
advocate and educate. We engage congregations, 

festivals, country clubs and governmental 
agencies... we teach in classrooms, farmers markets, 
office functions, church services, concerts, festivals 
and sporting events. We do honey tastings, dinners, 
parades, candle dippings, honey spins salve making 

classes, movie nights. Whatever it takes.



calendar

Sundays-Fridays
Redeemer hosts Noon Run Meal from 
12-1pm on Sundays through Fridays 
during Sept. 2019 - May 2020. 

 LAST Sundays
Men’s Bible Study, 9am in the Redeemer 
Fireside Lounge; every last Sunday of the 
month.

October 31st
Senior Connections Center, 10am-1pm 
Redeemer Dining Hall, Lunch $2.50

4TH & 5TH Saturdays
Human Concerns Urban Ministry shares 
food, clothing, and prayer in Redeemer’s 
dining hall.

tidings
8

September 28th & 29th
Doors Open Milwaukee will make it’s way 
through Redeemer to have people tour our 
histoirc space on Saturday, Sept. 28th from 
10am-5pm and on Sunday, Sept. 29th 
from 12-5pm.

October 31st
Reformation Vespers Evening Prayer Service, 
7:30-8:30pm in the Sanctuary. Led by Director 
of Music, Aaron Musser.

3rd Wednesdays
Women & Wisdom Outings 6:30pm 
Location TBD each month

October 13th
Worship Celebration of the 130th 
Anniversary of Redeemer Sunday 
Services, 10am

September 4th
Mark Fraley begins his internship at 
Redemer under the direction of Rev. Lisa 
Bates-Froiland

September 29th
Chant Claire Sunday, 10am

October 9th
Synod Meru Partnership Committee tours 
the Rooftop Bees at Redeemer! 2-3pm

September 22nd
Songs of El Salvador: A Fall Fiesta, 4-6pm 
in the Sanctuary & Auditorium. A nice 
fundraiser event with music, food & fun.

October 27th
Reformation Sunday at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 2812 W. Wisconsin Ave., 10am 
(Remember to WEAR RED)

December 1st
Taste of Thanksgiving: Lefse/Packer Party 
following worship service

Thursdays
Redeemer Choir Rehearsals, 7-8:30pm in 
the Sanctuary starting September 5, 2019

November 10th
Chant Claire Sunday, 10am

November 13th-20th
Redeemer and its partner churches will 
travel to El Salvador, the Land of the 
Savior on a mission trip.

November 21st
Senior Connections Center, 10am-1pm 
Redeemer Dining Hall, Lunch $2.50


